LASPO Post-Implementation Review Means Test Research
To whom it may concern,
Young Legal Aid Lawyers (YLAL) is an organisation of junior lawyers working, or aspiring to work, in
those areas of law which were traditionally funded by Legal Aid. We campaign for a sustainable legal aid
sector, for the future of the profession and for the provision of a properly funded justice system.
Since the Ministry of Justice's publication of their post-implementation review of the Legal Aid,
Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO), the MOJ have announced further reviews
into a number of areas of the justice system, including a full review of the criminal legal aid system, a
pilot for early advice and a review of the means test.
YLAL is proud that, with the assistance of our members, we were able to make a substantive submission
to the evidence-gathering phase of the post-implementation review, which was referenced heavily
throughout the MOJ's publication. We are now considering the ways in which we can continue to
influence the various on-going MOJ reviews listed above.
Our members are an invaluable source of information on the impact of legal aid restrictions upon clients.
Our members also deal with the frustrations of spending hours submitting lengthy legal aid
applications. Our members are therefore well-placed to help us gather substantive data on the means
test. However, to achieve this we need not only to draw - again - on our members commitment and
enthusiasm, but we need your support too.
We will be asking YLAL members to sign up to this project in which they help us gather quantitative
evidence on the way in which the means test operates in practice. YLALs can fill in a short Google-form
each time they assess someone as ineligible for legal aid on the basis of their means. We expect it will
take them no more than two minutes per submission. A copy of this form is attached so you are able to
see the exact data being collected. We are not requesting any personal client information, merely
numerical data of financial means. You will see that the form is very straightforward and will only take
very minimal time to complete following their assessment of the client as ineligible.
We are seeking to fill the gap in data collected regarding the means test. Most data collected on means
is inevitably related only to those who are eligible. We want to build a quantitative bank of data which
can be used to demonstrate the significant impact that the failures in the means test have had upon
clients who are therefore unable to access important legal advice on a publicly funded basis. This data
will then form a statistical basis for YLAL’s formal submission to the MOJ on the means test review.
YLAL therefore asks that you permit our members, your employees, to assist us by providing this data. If
you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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